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0:122 Turbines 20250 Jobs © $500 Million

Mighty River Power s proposal to build a wind farm
in and around the Turitea Reserve is expected to
contribute more than $500 million to the Manawatu
economy over the three years of its construction.
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Development Manager, says the wind farm would
result in a direct investment of between $150
-$180 million, for materials and services within
the Manawatu region, and create around 250 full
time jobs during construction.

Many of these jobs will be in preparing
the site for the installation of the turbines
and in building roads and access, and in roles
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A conservative economic multiplier of 2.8 has
been used to calculate the overall economic
bene t to the region and we estimate that to be
in excess of $500 million. Economic multipliers
are used to indicate the income that a capital
investment will generate in an economy, either
directly or indirectly.
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labour there will be additional spending on
property, transport, accommodation and the

day-to-day living expenses of the people
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The wind farm will contribute more than
$4 million a year in the form of materials
purchases, wages to the sta involved

in its operation, and in royalties to the
land owners where the turbines are
situated, including Palmerston North
City Council.

Mighty River Power anticipates that a large
proportion of this annual income will also be
spent in the local community, directly boosting
local businesses.

This would include allowing a signi cant annual
investment from Palmerston North City Council
into local reserves, and speci cally the creation
of an Ecopark in the Turitea Reserve.
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is an exciting opportunity which could, in turn,
bring new opportunities in environmental
education, research and recreation.




Surveyscon rm
wind farm support

Three surveys have con rmed general
support for wind farms in the Manawatu
and, in one survey, there was signi cant
support for the Turitea Wind Farm.

The Palmerston North City Council
emailed 226 people canvassing their
thoughts on wind farms which revealed
75 per cent like having wind farms and
70 per cent saw wind farms as an
attraction to the city.
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with an on-line poll of 118 respondents
with 68 per cent agreeing that wind
farms are part of the city s identity and
18 per cent saying they were not
bothered about wind farms, while

16 per cent believed the turbines were
a blight on the countryside.

Mighty River Power s telephone
survey of 601 people from Palmerston
North and the surrounding Tararua
range area revealed 60 per cent
support for the Turitea Wind Farm
with 18 per cent opposing.

In the Turitea Valley, the area
closest to the proposed wind farm,
48 per cent of respondents said they
supported the proposal compared to
45 per cent opposing.
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Trial plantings have been made
over the past two years to
determine what species can best
survive the harsh environment
on the Taraura Range ridgeline.
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Doug He ernan

Wind power will
play an important
part in meeting
New Zealand s
electricity needs in
an environmentally
sustainable fashion.

Unigue wind farm is one to be proud of

The proposed Turitea Wind Farm has the potential
to play an important role as a national energy asset
by providing a reliable, renewable and consistent

source of energy.

The proposed site has an exceptional wind resource
with mean wind speeds which even on an international
scale are rare. Monitoring at the site suggests that a
wind farm in this location would be able to generate
some electricity at least 90 per cent of the time.

We believe that wind power will play an
increasingly important part in meeting New
Zealand s needs for the future by providing
renewable energy and by adding much needed
diversity and resilience to our electricity
generation mix. It will also help New Zealand to
avoid or defer costs associated with greenhouse
gas emissions and with electricity transmission.

Mighty River Power has a strong background
in hydro and geothermal generation and

we respect the natural resources which fuel
our business.

We are ever mindful of our responsibility to
balance the need to generate electricity with the
recreational, economic, ecological and cultural
values of the locations where we operate.

We are proud of our environmental
management performance and our

unblemished strict compliance with conditions
of the consents to which we operate.

We appreciate the importance of the Tararua
Ranges to this community and speci cally the
Turitea Reserve, both as a catchment for
Palmerston North s water supply and for its
ecological and recreational value. For these
reasons we strongly support the Council s
initiative to create an Ecopark in the reserve.

We have been working in the local community
for more than three years as we have developed
our proposal and we look forward to being able
to develop a special natural resource for its
bene t and for the bene tof New Zealand.
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Doug He ernan
Chief Executive, Mighty River Power



Chamber backs
Turitea proposal

The social and economic
bene ts the proposed
Turitea wind farm will
bring to the Manawatu
region has seen it attract
strong support from a
number of local business
people, as well as from
the Manawatu Chamber
of Commerce.

The Chamber exists to promote responsible

and pro table business activities throughout the
region, and to encourage and support existing
businesses and newcomers to the Manawatu,
says Chamber chairman Lance Morrison.

The wind farm ts those criteriatoa T.

Lance says the Chamber is a strong supporter
of public-private partnerships, and the wind
farm is a great example of a project that will
bring in revenue at no nancial cost to the
Council or the community.

Council is to be congratulated for the
structure of this development. The project

will inject a considerable sum into the local
economy during the construction period, and
the ongoing royalty payments will ensure there
is money available for the maintenance and
development of Council reserves, which is in
everybody s interest.

Lance says he wasn t surprised that about
T
recent Council survey supported the city s
wind farms.

They bring positive attention to the region, and a
lot of people see them as an attraction, he says.

The turbines are a great example of modern
engineering technology, and they re helping to
meet the growing need for electricity that is
generated from sustainable, renewable fuels.

Evidence on-line

Mighty River Power submitted 20 briefs of
evidence to the Turitea Wind Farm
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The company says presenting the evidence
marks a signi cant milestone in the wind
farm project. Critical to the resource
consent process has been the identi cation
of community concerns through
consultation and communication.

A link to the evidence is available from the
News section of the Mighty River Power
website www.mightyriver.co.nz

It is also available at the Ministry for the
Environment website: www. mfe.govt.nz

High level of community involvement

Mighty River Power appreciates the high level of
public submissions received on its resource consent
application to build the Turitea Wind Farm.

Palmerston North City Council and Mighty River
Power have been providing information on the
project and held public information days to
increase people s understanding of the project.

Mighty River Power s Project Development
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increase the availability of information about
the project its bene ts and its potential
impacts has generated a solid level of interest
and public participation in the resource
management process.

A total of 702 submissions have been received
as part of the resource consent process - which
we believe re ects the e orts made by many
parties to make this process open and
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Over the three years we have been developing
this project we have met and spoken with many
people in the community. These conversations
and in some cases strong debates have been
important to us and critical to how we have
developed the proposal.

While the time to make a submission has now
passed, our commitment to listen to and work
with the community will continue throughout the
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Our objective is to ensure we have a thorough
understanding of community concerns and that
we work with the community to resolve them.
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The Turitea Reserve in which the
Palmerston North City Council
plans to create an Ecopark.

4\
(ABOVE)
Stuart McDonnell



Facts about the Turitea wind farm

The site
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wind in the Tararua Ranges that the Turitea
wind farm is considered to be in the top ve
per cent of wind farm sites in the world
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consents to install a maximum of 122
turbines at sites in the Turitea Reserve and
on surrounding private land
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wind monitoring sites, two substations and
a double circuit transmission line

The capacity
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to generate up to 336 MW which is enough to
provide electricity to 140,000 homes
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of electricity would produce up to a million
tonnes of CO, a year. In comparison the wind
farm will produce minimal CO, and help New
Zealand to reach its target to reduce CO,
emissions

The history

I 2005
Palmerston North City Council tenders for
development partner

01 September, 2005
Mighty River Power is selected as the
preferred developer with rights to investigate,
construct and operate a wind farm in the
Turitea Reserve

0l 2006 2008
Mighty River Power signs contracts with 25
private land owners, and the Council, for the
placement of turbines and/or transmission
lines on their properties pending resource
consents and approval of the proposal

I 2006 2008
Mighty River Power continues wind
monitoring and other research and
consultation to assist in developing our
understanding of the wind farm proposal

0l August 2008
A resource consents application for the wind
farm is lodged by Mighty River Power

o
A survey by Palmerston North City
Council reveals 70 per cent of those
surveyed saw wind farms as an
attraction in the city.
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A wind monitoring mast
in the Turitea Reserve

Mighty River Power has
already spent several
million dollars using local
business services,
contractors and support
services in the region
since starting the project
back in 2005.
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0 January 2009
The application is called-in by the Minister
for the Environment due to the project s
national signi cance and publicly noti ed

I January 2009
Consultation with the community and
environmental specialists resulted in 9
turbines being removed from the proposal

01 February 2009
702 submissions on the wind farm proposal
are received by the Ministry for the
Environment and Mighty River Power

00 May 2009
Mighty River Power s evidence is circulated to
all submitters wishing to be heard

01 July 2009
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Palmerston North will hear submissions

HOW DO | GET MORE INFORMATION?

If you want to learn more about the Turitea Wind Farm Project,
please contact the Mighty River Power project team:

WebI www.mightyriver.co.nz

EmailT turitea@mightyriver.co.nz

Phonel0800 TURITEA

MIGHTY RIVER POWER
e



